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Fall Welcome 2015
CEAS Calendar
September 3

CEAS Passport Day at
Parkview Campus

September 8

Fall 2015 Classes Begin

September 13

STEP Kick-Off BBQ at
Valley Pond

September 30

Custer Office Lecture Series
Presents Dan Miller

CEAS Gears Up For Passport Day

(Cont’d)

CEAS Will Host 400+ Students
The WMU-STEP Program (STEM Talent Expansion Program) is
preparing to welcome over 400 new incoming freshmen on
September 3rd from 1-4 p.m.
L eft: Student helpers hold signs for the incom ing CE AS Fall Welcom e groups during the 2014 Passport D ay.
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(cont’d) 2015 Passport Day

Left : Dr. Engelmann works the grill
during the 2014 BBQ. Ri ght : Members
of the RSO, National Society of Black
Engineers, at the 2014 STEP BBQ.

STEP Kick-Off BBQ
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The Electrical and Computer
Engineering Department (ECE)
hosted two Raspberry Pi camps for
5th and 6th graders in July. Two
sessions of 15 campers each were
held during two separate weeks of
half-days, Monday through Friday.
Campers came to WMU-CEAS
to learn to program using the
Raspberry Pi graphical “drag and
drop” programming language called
Scratch.
In addition to learning
programming concepts, the campers
developed games and learned to
control input/output devices such as
ultrasonic sensors, switches, digital
cameras, and light emitting diodes
(LED).
Bob Makin a technical staff
member and doctoral student, Brian
Durant an MSEE student, and two
undergraduate students, Alan Irwin
and Steve Mohney helped to host
this year’s camp. The camp was
something Steve Durbin, chair of the
ECE Department, wanted to do as
part of outreach activities. “Bob and
I hatched the specific idea of using
Scratch on a Raspberry Pi platform
together, as something that might
appeal to middle school boys and
girls,” he said.

Kids learn to program at
ECE Raspberry Pi camp

“The idea of programming
something that is close in
size to an iPod really
appealed to me.”
Thomas Engelmann, a 9th
grader from Plainwell, Michigan,
participated in this year’s camp.
He was initially interested in the
camp because of the size of the
Raspberry Pi computers. “The idea
of programming something that is
close in size to an iPod really
appealed to me,” he said. Thomas
felt that the instructors were very
nice and did a great job catering
to all levels of knowledge among
the campers. “It was a really good
learning experience and I thought
it started out at the perfect pace but
was still challenging toward the
end,” Thomas added.

Raspberry Pi is a
single-board
computer used to
teach students
the basics of
computer science
and programming.
Visit adafruit.com to learn more
information.
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Dr. Lemmer Receives NSF Award
August 2015

Dr. Kristina Lemmer

Dr. Rebecca Hale

Dr. Kathryn Docherty

Connect with CEAS
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Fred Sitkins Set to
“Retire” in August
Fred Sitkins, a
professor in the
department of
Engineering Design,
Manufacturing and
Management
Systems, will retire on
August 31st. Fred has
worked for the
university for 36
years.
Fred had already worked for 20
years in industry before he started his career at
WMU-CEAS on a 2-year appointment. “This is the
longest 2-years I’ve ever worked,” Fred joked.
Fred has worked as a master faculty specialist for
the College of Engineering and Applied Sciences. He
served as the Co-op Director as well as a STEP
faculty mentor, and an advisor for the Sunseeker
team. He is a former chairman of the Mike Gary
Athletic Fund and a former “W” Club Man of the
Year honoree for his role in raising significant
donations for the athletic program. Fred is also a
Bronco Battalion Alumni (ROTC, 1959).
Fred has been instrumental in building industry
relationships throughout his years at CEAS, which
have led to internships for our students.
Although he is officially retiring at the end of
August, Fred will continue to teach a fabrication
class at CEAS as a part-time instructor this fall. He
has big plans for changing up the class, including
holding the labs at different industry locations.
Fred is a Western Michigan University and
Kalamazoo legend, in fact, as a student at WMU,
“Fast Freddy” Sitkins was one of the first DJs at
WIDR-FM (WMU’s student run radio station).

Top: “Fast Freddy” Sitkins and Tom
Swartz at a STEP BBQ. Bot tom:
Professor Sitkins introduces the legend
of “Spanky” to incoming students.

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

ECE Welcomes Dr. Pablo Gomez
as New Associate Professor
Dr. Pablo Gomez started
as an Associate Professor at
CEAS in January 2015. He
taught Modeling of Power
Equipment during the
Spring 2015 semester and he
will be teaching Senior
Design I this fall. He is also
supervising thesis projects
for two master’s students
and 2 PhD students who are
working on projects related
to power transformers,
electrical distribution
networks, and lightning
studies.
Dr. Gomez is from
Monclova, a small town in
northern Mexico. He
received a bachelor’s degree
in Mechanical and Electrical
Engineering from
Universidad Autonoma de
Coahuila in 1999. From
2000 to 2005 he worked on
his master’s and PhD in
Electrical Engineering in
Guadalajara, Mexico at the
Center for Research and
Advanced Studies
(CINVESTAV). The center is
dedicated to graduate
programs and research with
different campuses in
Mexico. From 2005 to 2014
he served as a full-time
professor at the graduate
level in Electrical
Engineering from the
second largest university in
Mexico, Instituto
Politecnico Nacional, in
Mexico City.
From 2008 to 2010 he
worked as a postdoctoral

Dr. Pablo Gomez

“The most enjoyable
part of teaching is
getting the students
engaged and in
doing so seeing them
improve and eager to
learn more.”
researcher at New York
University Polytechnic
School of Engineering in
Brooklyn, New York. There
he worked with Francisco de
Leon, on of the world’s
leading researchers in
transformer design, which is
one of Gomez’s current
areas of research.
Dr. Gomez is looking
forward to many things in
the next academic year
including teaching Senior
Design I, his first
undergraduate course. “I am
very excited and expecting
great things from this
course,” he said.
He is also looking
forward to welcoming
several Mexican students to
WMU to supervise their
research. One student will

(Cont’d)
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#ILookLikeAnEngineer
Recently the hashtag #ILookLikeAnEngineer spread on
Twitter and Instagram like wildfire as practicing female
engineers shared photos of themselves along with the
hashtag.
The phenomenon was started by Isis Wenger, a 22-year
old platform engineer from the firm OneLogic, who
received backlash after posing for a recruitment ad.
Soon, female engineers from all over the world began
posting photos of themselves, creating the social media
storm.
The campaign highlights how many amazing women are
working in the engineering field and is an inspiring
sentiment for future generations of engineers.
Read more about the phenomenon from the Society of
Women Engineers and Today.

(cont’d) Dr. Pablo Gomez
be starting his PhD program and three
others are master’s students who will be
staying for one semester as visiting
scholars. “I’m hoping that they are the
first group of many students coming to
WMU under this type of program,” he
added.
Dr. Gomez has been active in teaching
for more than nine years. “The most
enjoyable part of teaching is getting the
students engaged and in doing so seeing
them improve and eager to learn more,”
Gomez explained. It wasn’t an easy task
when working in Mexico with students
from many different backgrounds. “I
hope I can use this previous experience
for the benefit of WMU students,” he
said.
Dr. Gomez is a welcome addition to
the WMU-CEAS faculty and he is grateful
to be working at WMU. “I hope that I
can contribute my knowledge and
experience to the students’ education and
the development of relevant and useful
research projects,” he added.

Engineering
Career Expo
set for October 14
This year’s Engineering Career Expo will be held at the Parkview
Campus on October 14 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Employers who
would like to attend can register online at the Career Services site.

Do you have a
story idea for the
CEAS E-News?
Click here to
contact us!
wmich.edu/engineer

